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MINING LEASE 37/30 AND MISCELLANEOUS LICENCE 27/83, SEEPAGE MANAGEMENT PLAN 

58. Mr M.J. Birney to the Minister for State Development 

With reference to the answer to questions on notice Nos 1736 and 1737 I ask - 

(a) will the Minister explain the reasons why uncontrolled loss of hypersaline water from the 
evaporation pond to the environment must occur given the general saline nature of the area 
surrounding the mine and other areas in relative close proximity; 

(b) if not, why not; 

(c) will the Minister state the amount or quantity of dissolved salts in mg/Litre of the hypersaline 
water that was being pumped into the evaporation pond; 

(d) if not, why not; 

(e) will the Minister provide all Departmental correspondence sent to the tenement holders 
encouraging or directing that a saline water evaporation pond be built to store water that was 
pumped from underground at the mine; 

(f) if not, why not; 

(g) will the Minister explain how Regulation 98 of the Mining Regulations was applicable to the 
pastoralist and the reasons why the Department was of the view that Regulation 98 applied to 
both the tenement holders and the pastoralist; and 

(h) if not, why not? 

Mr C.M. BROWN replied: 

I am advised: 

(a) There are no acceptable reasons why the uncontrolled loss of hypersaline water must occur.  
On the contrary, such loss should not occur as any loss of hypersaline water to the surrounding 
environment has the potential to cause severe impact on vegetation growing there. 

(b) N/A. 

(c) Information on the actual water discharged is not available, however the salinity of ground 
water in this region would be expected to contain in excess of 100,000 mg/L of dissolved salts. 

(d) N/A. 

(e) I have asked the Department to make the relevant files available to the Hon Member for his 
perusal should he wish to personally examine the correspondence. 

(f) N/A. 

(g) Section 98 is there to protect the interests of other land users.  It states that the holder of a 
mining tenement should not cause an inconvenience to other landholders and land users 
including pastoralists.  In this case it applied to the pastoralist as the affected party. 

(h) N/A. 
 


